
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Thursday, 10 May 2007] 

 p2067b-2067b 
Ms Margaret Quirk 

 [1] 

SMALL BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION - NEW CHAIRPERSON 
Statement by Minister for Small Business 

MS M.M. QUIRK (Girrawheen - Minister for Small Business) [9.15 am]:  As Minister for Small Business, I 
am pleased to announce the appointment of Ms Patria Jafferies as the new chairperson of the Small Business 
Development Corporation.  Ms Jafferies brings a wealth of business experience and knowledge to this role, and 
will be an enormous asset to the SBDC and the small business sector in general.  Ms Jafferies has a proven track 
record in the world of business.  She has been instrumental in growing two very successful Western Australian 
businesses from small beginnings to multinational icon companies.  She is probably best known as the 
co-founder and director of Dome Coffees Australia and as a major player in the very successful Matilda Bay 
Brewing Company.  In 2003 Ms Jafferies sold her interest in Dome Coffees and has since concentrated her 
efforts on charities, including the Solaris Care Foundation at Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital and other private 
enterprises.  In 2000 Ms Jafferies was named Australian National Telstra Businesswoman of the Year.  In 1995 
she won the Austrade New Exporter of the Year Award and the Australian Institute of Management Excellence 
in Management Award for Women.  Ms Jafferies brings more than 20 years of professional experience to the 
position of chair of the SBDC board and this expertise, together with her creative and entrepreneurial 
management style, will further enrich the expertise of the corporation. 

I take this opportunity to thank the outgoing chair, Mr Tim Atterton, for his efforts.  His experience and 
knowledge of small business strategy and structures brought great depth to the SBDC board.  Mr Atterton’s 
passion and enthusiasm for small business was contagious and this impacted very positively on SBDC 
management and staff.  Under his stewardship the SBDC undertook the review and restructure of the Business 
Enterprise Centre and small business centre network; commenced sponsorships of business migrants; introduced 
interactive online networks, including the Young Business Network, the Small Business Exporters Network and 
the Home Based Business Network; encouraged greater use of web-based communication with innovative new 
e-commerce programs; and fostered the development of the 131BIZ number to provide a single entry point to 
small business for advisory services.  I wish Mr Atterton well in his future endeavours and thank him sincerely 
for his contribution to the SBDC and the Western Australian small business sector.   
 


